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The catastrophism theories in Immanuel Velikovsky's 1950s book World in Collision
have been vigorously rejected or ignored by the academic community. Yet, setting aside
the finer details of what happened and when, is it possible that Velikovsky was correct
in his basic premise of recent upheaval in the solar system? 

In furthering Velikovsky's work, Gary Gilligan presents a fascinating model whereby
Mars, Venus, Mercury and the Moon played havoc with Earth for an incredible 3,000
years, at times coming so close as to loom larger than the Sun.

Unlike Velikovsky, however, Gilligan steers clear of the surreal stuff of mythology, the
means which most catastrophists use to promote their ideas. Instead, he uses ancient
history to prove his thesis.

Delving into the most fascinating civilisations of ancient times, the Ancient Egyptians,
Gilligan proposes that the Egyptian God Kings, the Pharaohs, were first and foremost
names given to Mars, Venus, Mercury and the Moon as they moved to and from Earth
in a constant cycle of death and rebirth. They were in the second instance represented
as human 'doubles' – pharaohs who were believed to be earthly manifestations of the
celestial God King planets.

About the author: Aged 8 Gary Gilligan recovered his father’s old transistor radio
from the bin and, armed with nothing more than a broken knife and a gas flame, took
it apart and repaired it. He now plans to do the same with Ancient History – take it
apart, repair it and tell it as ancient people understood it. 
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