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Still haunted by the memory of a night spent alone on Brighton�s derelict West Pier with Black, a beautiful
photography student, Patrick Clement has always wondered what happened to the girl that got away. No sooner
had he got to know her than she disappeared from his life. 

Decades later, Patrick, a forensic sculptor, helps to reconstruct the skull of an unidentified girl found on the pier in
the seventies; a crime he recalls from childhood...

Who is this girl? And where is Black, the one who got away?

�In early 2013 I decided to put everything else aside and finish this novel, which I started ten years ago,� explains
Paul. Speaking about this inspiration for The Girl on the Pier, Paul observes, �I�ve been fascinated with Brighton since
a family holiday in 1986, and spent a lot of time there in the nineties. I knew I wanted to write something about the
early-Victorian West Pier, and twice went on hardhat tours around that time. But within six years the pier was gone;
broken by a storm, then mysteriously burned down.�

�A terrific novel. Beautiful prose, gripping story.� Chris Rowland, author of From Where I Was Standing
�The Girl on the Pier is a beautifully written, thought-provoking psychological thriller. A brilliant idea for a story.�

Araminta Hall, author of Everything and Nothing and Dot

Born in 1971, PAUL TOMKINS is a well-known sportswriter, having spent five years as a weekly
columnist on the official Liverpool FC website. Since 2005, he has published 11 books. He
previously studied design and then went on to make it his career. In 1999, he was diagnosed with
M.E., which left him unable to work, resulting in writing becoming his full-time occupation. 
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WHO IS THIS GIRL?

Patrick Clement is tasked with finding out
what happened to a girl three decades ago in
Paul Tomkins� new novel The Girl on the Pier 
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