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Philip looked around the faces of his old platoon. They all stared back at him and he recognised a
determination that had helped them survive before. He tried to breathe calmly. He�d sworn never to
take responsibility for people�s lives again. He took a deep breath and cleared his throat, wanting his

voice to sound strong. �This isn�t our fight,� he said, looking round the men. 
�You�re no longer in the army. I�m no longer your officer.�

Philip Armitage has been haunted by his past since the age of 19 when he was sent to fight in Burma. His mission:
to save the lives of his loyal Gurkha soldiers by leading them safely back to India. Ten years later, haunted by these
memories, he arrives in Kathmandu to report for The Times on the 1953 Everest expedition. He finds a city bursting
with Tibetan refugees, driven from their homeland by the recent Chinese invasion. Reporters from other papers
have also arrived, intent on intercepting The Times exclusive dispatches and scooping the story.

Climbing high into the Himalayan mountains, he finds himself the only person able to lead a mission to save one of
Tibetan Buddhism�s most sacred men, and with him the future of the Tibetan resistance. But to do so he must face
his past and hope that he can find redemption on the desolate slopes of Everest, the Sacred Mountain...

�I lived in Nepal for two years and have a fascination for the Himalayas. Studying the Everest �53 climb, I bought a
second-hand book by Daily Mail correspondent Ralph Izzard. It was cheap because it had been scrawled upon and
I discovered that these annotations had been made by staff of the British Embassy in Kathmandu in �53, telling of
the bribes they�d been offered to reveal The Times reports and other conspiracy theories. I realised it would make a
great backdrop for a story,� says Robert Ferguson about the inspiration for his novel.

Born in North Norfolk, ROBERT FERGUSON studied Archaeology before moving to Kathmandu for two years
to work as a mountain guide. Among other adventures, he�s climbed to 21,000 ft in the Himalaya and trekked
across the interior of Borneo. He�s also acted in Bollywood and dressed professionally as a kangaroo.
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