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A BIOGRAPHY OF STORY,
A BRIEF HISTORY OF HUMANITY
Trish Nicholson brings us an
entertaining cultural history and a
highly original take on the power of
stories in societies past and present
Beginning with oral tales of our foraging ancestors, the emergence of writing, the great migrations, the age of
exploration and the invention of printing through to the industrial revolution and the digital age, Trish Nicholson
brings us voices from all corners of the world. A Biography of Story, A Brief History of Humanity is a unique interweaving
of literature and history seen through the eyes of storytellers, making a fascinating journey for general readers and
students alike. From tales of the Bedouin, to Homer, Aesop and Valmiki, and from Celtic bards and Icelandic skalds
to Chaucer, Rabelais, Shakespeare, Scott and Chekhov, some of the many storytellers featured will be familiar to you;
others from Africa, Asia and the Pacific may be fresh discoveries.
Combining this extraordinary breadth with telling myths, epics, fables, fairy tales and legends, Nicholson reveals their
story-power in the comedy and tragedy of human affairs. A Biography of Story, A Brief History of Humanity is our own
human epic, thoroughly researched and referenced, and told with the imaginative flair of an accomplished storyteller.
This is a book-lover’s book, illustrated and handsomely presented in hardback and paperback volumes designed ‘to
have and to hold’. Readers will find fresh insights into old favourites – and discover new storytellers and tales to love.
Written in an entertaining, accessible style, the book makes ideal foundation reading for students of literature,
history, writing and the humanities. Nicholson also takes a global view, introducing lesser-known international voices
amongst well-known writers.
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Key selling points
History and literature are interwoven through the lives and voices of storytellers through the ages
Unique in scope, beginning with pre-history through to the digital age
Brings distant historical and literary figures to life for the reader.

TRISH NICHOLSON, writer and social anthropologist with a focus on culture change, combines storytelling
and research skills in her cultural history of stories. Her other published works include travel memoir,
popular science, writing skills and a short story collection. Trish Nicholson lives in New Zealand.
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