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In Recent Italian Cinema, two fundamental questions are asked: the first concerns
whether Italian cinema, as national cinema, is in reality reduced to a niche market in its
own territory. The second relates to what Italian audiences do with domestic films.

For nearly two decades, most Italian films have been produced outside box office
returns, through a practice of subsidy and co-financing between many institutional and
private entities. Thus Italian cinema has had to define its mode of production and use-
value of films in a different way. 

It is clear that it is no longer possible to separate national cinemas from the grip that the
American film industry has on world markets, in terms of imagination and modes of
production, distribution and exhibition. It is thus only by examining the multiple layers
of description and analysis, which take into account the presence of Hollywood, that we
can come to an understanding of what recent Italian cinema actually is.

About the Author: Dr Tiziana Ferrero-Regis was born in Turin in 1957 and lived in Milan until 1993.
Between 1977 and 1991, she worked in Milan in many fields of the Creative Industries, from advertising
to Italian Vogue and the music industry. Her PhD – a study on recent Italian cinema that blends history
with the industry – was completed in Australia. She has published on several journals on a range of topics
that include memory and history in cultural representation, as well as on the politics of fashion in Italy.
She is co-editor (with Dr Albert Moran) of Placing the Moving Image (2004). She has provided research
assistance on Cinecittà for Prof Tom O’Regan, former director of the Key Centre for Cultural and Media
Policy at Griffith University, and has been on a Research Fellowship with the Centre for Public Culture
and Ideas at Griffith University. She is Lecturer in Fashion History and Theory in the Creative Industries
Faculty, at the Queensland University of Technology. Her current research areas are the spatial
distribution of cultural labour, fashion and film, designer theory and the politics of fashion.
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