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This fascinating book raises important questions about educational theory and practice:
should we aim to ‘put right’ children with special educational needs, or respect and
support the unique people they already are? Should we teach subjects, or teach
children? How do we educate children for life and not just for exams? 

The aim of People don’t grow by being measured is not to ‘cure’ dyslexics of their
condition; it views the world through the eyes of a dyslexic and presses for respect and
acceptance of the fact that they are “wired differently”.

Exuberantly happy and enthusiastically self-confident, Brenda Crowe went eagerly to
school, where she found herself, to her bewilderment and dismay, identified as a slow
child who could not do what was required of her. Happiness and self-esteem were
replaced by doubt and anxiety.

When, at the age of eighty, she was finally diagnosed as dyslexic, she was amazed to
be told that she was also highly intelligent, having spent most of her life assuming quite
the opposite.  Her response was to look back into her childhood to try to trace any early
signs of her condition. The author’s detailed recollections build up a vivid picture of
one child’s life in the early part of the last century.

About the author: Brenda Crowe has worked all over the country with children and adults in their local
playgroups, generating a happiness some of them had not previously associated with learning. For this
she was awarded an honorary degree from the Open University. She also received a Silver Screen award
for one of a range of experimental films, and a Meering award for services to children.
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