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Most people have only a vague understanding of what diplomats actually do, except
that they seem to belong to a privileged caste, and lead lives governed by arcane rules
of etiquette and convention. However, beneath the veneer of exquisite diplomatic
manners and immaculate dress, all human life is there, and much of it is entirely
reprehensible.

Since Diplomatic Services dislike disorderly lives, it was decided, between 1949 and
1974, that guidance was necessary, and the Foreign Office published a series of helpful
little booklets on How to Behave Abroad. Unfortunately, much of the advice put
forward so confidently may only have served to reinforce outsiders’ worst fears about
the Foreign Service.

Over recent years, an enormous cultural shift has taken place in what diplomats do and
what they are for, and the idea of a foreign service as a specialist caste is fast vanishing
into the mists of time. The Foreign Office always thought that it was stronger than the
Ministers who ruled it. This book just goes to show how wrong they were.

About the author: Candida Slater joined the Foreign and Commonwealth Office in
1968, as desk officer in the United Nations department, then worked for the Minister in
charge of Britain’s entry into the EU. In 1972, she married fellow diplomat Duncan
Slater, and resigned in 1973 when Duncan was posted to Brussels. She joined him on
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PUBLISHED 2 JUNE 2008

EVALUATION COPIES FOR THE BOOKS TRADE CAN BE OBTAINED AT: books@troubador.co.uk

ISBN 978-1906510-305                £9.99 RRP

168 PP 198 x 127 mm  portrait                 Softback

Readership:  Adult Non-Fiction, Politics, Biography

Distributor: Vine House Distribution, The Old Mill House, Mill Lane, Uckfield, TN22 5AA
Email: sales@vinehouseuk.co.uk

www.troubador.co.uk

TROUBADOR
PUBLISHING LTD

9 DE MONTFORT MEWS

LEICESTER LE1 7FW

TEL: 0116 255 9312
FAX: 0116 255 9323

EMAIL:
BOOKS@TROUBADOR.CO.UK

ADVANCE
INFORMATION


