
This true story tells of a young boy’s determination as the life he envisioned takes a turn after the death of his
father. His fate leads him into the coal mines, where he struggles hard to reach a new goal and achieve his
ambitions against all the odds. This young boy would one day be Margo Rutter’s father.

Following the death of her parents, Margo felt compelled to retrace their steps. This biographical account of
human strength transports the reader from a coal mining community of County Durham to the inner city slum
dwellings and a leper colony, shrouded in stigma and rejection, on the outskirts of Calcutta in the mid 1950s.

The trail enfolds into a cacophony of colour, bustle and hustle on a busy Kolkata main street, as the author
provides us with an insight into the city’s spontaneity, contrasts and joys.

Honest, reflective and wholly readable, Coals to Calcutta, presents a lively and entertaining journey of spiritual
exploration as the author breaks through many personal boundaries to reveal new and exciting horizons. 

About the Author: Margo Rutter was born in the North East of England but spent her formative years in India.
On returning to England her family lived in Yorkshire before moving to London. She is now settled in
Worcestershire with her husband and two children.
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